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General Business Conditions
Compared with today, the trend of general economic activity for the next 3 months is expected to be:

Up

Same

Down

2010 2011 2012

Your Business
Compared to 3 months ago, current average daily shipping levels are:

Above

Same

Below
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The first of every month, PMA’s manufacturing members are asked to 
express their opinions on current and future business trends.

Monthly percentages for each question equal 100%. The trend line will move 
up or down depending on whether responses are more or less positive. The 
higher the trend line, the greater the ratio of respondents who answered with 
the top option as opposed to the bottom option. If there are an equal number 
of answers for the top, middle and bottom options, the trend line will be 
directly in the middle of the graph.

This month’s report reflects the 126 PMA manufacturing members. 
Information is reported based on conditions as of May 1, 2012.
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Your Business (Cont’d)
Compared with the last 3 months, what do you expect the trend to be in your incoming orders during 
the next 3 months:

Increase

No Change

Decrease

2010 2011 2012

Compared with 3 months ago, current average lead times are:

Longer

Same

Shorter

2010 2011 2012

Is any of your plant work force now on short time or layoff?

Yes

No

2010 2011 2012

Compared with 3 months ago, customers are now paying us:

More
Promptly

Same Rate

Less
Promptly

2010 2011 2012

15 12 13 17 10 14 12 8 14 11 13 14 10 10 17 12 12 17 13 12 19 15 13 19

65 71 70 64 78 75 80 77 68 75 69 72 76 80 72 82 78 75 77 80 67 71 75 71

20 17 17 19 12 11 8 15 18 14 18 14 14 10 11 6 10 8 10 8 14 14 12 10

J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M

73 73 78 81 83 85 84 88 87 88 89 86 86 82 88 88 92 83 88 88 93 93 91 90

27 27 22 19 17 15 16 12 13 12 11 14 14 18 12 12 8 17 12 12 7 7 9 10

J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M

16 14 12 17 20 15 14 14 10 12 15 12 13 16 16 12 14 15 11 17 14 11 12 15

82 83 84 78 76 84 82 81 87 85 80 87 86 83 82 85 85 83 88 82 84 88 86 83

2 3 4 5 4 1 4 5 3 3 5 1 1 1 2 3 1 2 1 1 2 1 2 2

J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M

23 20 18 25 30 25 16 12 8 10 20 27 26 19 27 20 29 30
12 9 11 6 16 20

47 51 44
49 45 50

40 36
31 38

38
47 44 48 38 47

45 49

48
40 33 47

41
46

30 29 38 26 25 25
44 52 61 52 42

26 30 33 35 33 26 21
40 51 56 47 43 34

J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M


