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Don‘t Mliss the Industry’
Largest-EverTradeshow

FABTECH International and AWS Welding Show, including METALFORM

November 15-18, 2009 —

Tens of thousands of metalforming, fabri-
cating and welding pro-
ng and v
fessionals will meet at
Chicago’s McCormick Place to take in the
first-ever FABTECH International and AWS
Welding Show, including METALFORM.
The combined tradeshows create a mega-
event dubbed the largest of its kind in North
America dedicated to showcasing metalform-
ing, fabricating, stamping, welding and tube
and pipe technology. More than 1,000
exhibitors and 35,000 attendees are expected
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Chicago, IL ,
to have the McCormick FABT

Place’s North and South Halls

buzzing with live demonstra-

tions and product displays. Welding

technology occupies most of the North

Hall, while the South Hall plays host to

stamping, fabricating and tube and pipe tech-

nology. To view a showcase of some of the

products that will be displayed, visit

www.metalformingmagazine.com/previews.
Also in the South Hall is the Solutions

Showcase Theater, which will stage free

expert-led presentations on a series of plant-

management topics including these and

other topics:

» Maintaining sales focus in a down
economy;

 Smart strategies for preserving
stakeholder relationships;

o Protecting a company from bankruptcy;

o What the wind energy market means for
metal manufacturing;

o The growth of solar energy;

o The essentials of job-shop marketing; and

e Social media 101.

Keynote Presentations

Monday and Tuesday mornings at the
mega-show kick off with keynote presenta-
tions, also free for all attendees. On Monday;,
November 16, from 8 to 9 a.m., listen in on a
panel discussion on Best Practices for
Thriving in Tough Times.

A diverse panel from the metalforming,
fabricating and welding industry will discuss
workforce development, diversifying product
lines and operations, obtaining financ-
ing/credit, and tax incentives. Moderator Jeff
Knauf, president of Medalist Laserfab, Inc.,
will trigger the discussion amongst panelists

[__L-_

Steve Hasty, president of A & E Custom
Manufacturing; Chris Kuehl, founder of
Armada Corporate Intelligence; William
Citron, president of Mazak Optonics; Dick
Kallage, president of KDC Associates; and
Douglas K. Woods, president of AMT—The
Association for Manufacturing Technology.

The keynote presentation slated for
Tuesday, November 17, also from 8 to 9 a.m.,
is titled Energy—The Outlook is Bright, But
Where Will it Lead Us? This panel discussion
features experts from the wind- and solar-
energy sectors, who will discuss trends and
forecasts, government issues, and what it all
means to suppliers. Moderator William Haas,
client program manager from The Shaw
Group, oversees the distinguished panel that
includes Ed Weston, director, Great Lakes
Wind Energy; Richard Burns from the
American Solar Energy Society; Jeff Anthony,
manager—utility programs, American Wind
Energy Association; and Tom Hunton, presi-
dent, American Capital Energy.



Don’t Miss the Industry’s Largest-Ever Tradeshow...continued

PMA Has More in Store

PMA also will hold additional events in

conjunction with the

show, including pro-
grams for its Women in Metalforming and
Next Gen Leaders groups.

PMA presents its annual Awards of
Excellence in Metalforming program at the
event as well, honoring innovators in the areas
of productivity, design, quality, product devel-
opment, process control, safety, and training
and education. Please schedule some time to
visit the large display on the show floor high-
lighting the winning companies’ accomplish-
ments. For more, see the article describing the
winning companies that appeared in the June
2009 issue of MetalForming magazine;

http://archive.metalformingmagazine.com/
2009/06/awards-excellence.pdf.

The show also will feature outstanding
educational sessions and a Putt for the Future
fundraising promotion brought to you by the
PMA Educational Foundation.

Register Today
Register to attend the FABTECH
International and AWS Welding Show, including

METALFORM online at www.fmafabtech.com/
registration.cfm. Advance registration is free of
charge. On-site registration is $50. Contact

Pam Pirogowicz at 216/901-8800 or
ppirogowicz@pma.org with questions.

This article was excerpted from Brad Kuvin’s
feature in the October issue of MetalForming
magazine.

Tradeshow to Feature Third Annual Next Generation Leaders Day

PMA will host its third annual Next
Generation Leaders Day
on Monday, November

16, during the FABTECH International and
AWS Welding Show, including METALFORM.
The day’s activities will kick off with a
roundtable session, allowing Next Gen’ers to
share ideas and experiences with their peers.
Then, members hit the show floor for the Next

Gen Innovation Awards where they will deter-
mine which exhibiting companies have dis-
played the best new products and services in
the METALFORM technology area. The day
will conclude with the annual PMA Awards of
Excellence Reception, which honors innova-
tors in the areas of productivity, design, safety,
quality, product development, process control,
and training and education. Following the

awards reception, Next Gen'ers will head to a
local hot spot to continue networking.
Up-and-coming industry leaders should
mark their calendars for November 16. There is
no cost to attend, just let PMA know that you
will be participating. For complete details and
to RSVP, visit the Next Generation Leaders
Division website or contact Mandy Basel at
216/901-8800 or mbasel@pma.org.

Educational Sessions Cover Developments
in Stamping Technology

The Stamping Track of the FABTECH educational sessions will offer

For more information or to register, visit www.fmafabtech.com/

attendees a wide selection of programs focused on
ction of

new developments in stamping technology. To be
held November 16-18, 2009, in conjunction with the FABTECH
International & AWS Welding Show including METALFORM, the edu-
cational sessions will provide up-to-date information on the latest issues
and trends affecting the metalforming industry.

Stamping Track Sessions At-a-Glance
Monday, November 16, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Topics include stamping advanced high-strength steels, and sen-
sors and controls for metalforming.
Tuesday, November 17, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Topics include tool steels for metalforming, lean principles for the
pressroom, and press technology.
Wednesday, November 18, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Topics include cleaning of stamped parts, lubricants, and pressroom
safety.
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educational-programs.cfm. The Stamping Track sessions are identi-

fied by the registration codes, which all begin with “S.”

Educational Session Rates

Register by October 30 and save! After this date and onsite,
add $25 to the rates listed below. PMA member number
must be provided at time of registration to receive member
price benefits. If unsure of your member number, contact
Deanna Nwosu at 216/901-8800 or dnwosu @pma.org.

MEMBER NONMEMBER
1 Session $175 $200
2 Sessions $305 $350
3 Sessions $400 $470
4-5 Sessions $555 $645
6-9 Sessions* $700 $800

*Maximum value! Includes two $15 lunch vouchers.

www.pma.org
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A Flurry of “Firsts” Highlights
Metal Spinning Division Meetlng

Twenty-five metal spinning executives gathered in Cleveland
September 17-18 for the PMA Metal Spinning Division fall meeting.
Among the crowd were first-time attendees
et
Rupert Hoefenmayer of York Metal Spinning, a
nonmember located in Concord, Ontario, new PMA member
Andreas Drepper of Leifeld Metal Spinning (all the way from
Germany), Mike Finn of member company Floturn, nonmember Ralf
Guennewig of Leico USA Corp., and resigned member Terry Sweeney
of A.J. Rose Manufacturing. PMA also thanks those members who
have revived their involvement in the division including Dave Flores
of Acme Metal Spinning, Patrick Ferguson of Clayton Metals, Inc.,
Don Konieczny of Columbia Metal Spinning, Marion Sutton of Jones
Metal Products and Eric Fankhauser of Toledo Metal Spinning.

Attendees at the fall Metal Spinning Division meetig gather outside
PMA headquarters.

The two-day event featured a newly developed demonstration of
PMA services and benefits, presented for the first time by PMA staff
and fellow metal spinners; an overview of the world steel market in
the past year and predictions for the future from Preston Gibson of
Steel Business Briefing; and a political and legislative update from
PMA’s lobbyists John Guzik and Omar Nashashibi of The Franklin
Partnership.

The meeting also included a one-hour manufacturers-only forum,

Women in Metalforming
Event at METALFORM

PMA’s Women in Metalforming group will hold an informal net-
working event during the FABTECH
International and AWS Welding Show, including
METALFORM. The group will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
November 17, at a nearby Chicago restaurant for appetizers and
drinks. Participants will pay their own expenses (approximately $40).
This event is a great opportunity for women in the industry to
share experiences, discuss best practices, and learn how fellow col-
leagues in metalforming companies around the country have coped
with the difficult economy. PMA 2010 Chair Gretchen Zierick, presi-
dent of Zierick Manufacturing Corp., will lead the discussions.
If you are interested in participating at this event, contact Mandy
Basel at 216/901-8800 or mbasel@pma.org.

www.pma.org

Metal spinners enjoy a tour of Anchor Manufacturing Group, Inc.

allowing manufacturing company representatives to discuss issues per-
taining specifically to them. All division members participated in sever-
al hours of robust roundtable discussions on key topics such as business
conditions, spinning applications, spinning exotic materials and more.

Attendees also enjoyed a networking reception and dinner at Lolita,
Iron Chef and James Beard award winner Michael Symon’s restaurant.

The program concluded with a plant tour of Anchor Manufacturing
Group, Inc., hosted by VP of Operations Jeff Pfaff, where participants
saw Anchor’s state-of-the-art technology in welding and assembly, metal
stamping (up to 2,000 tons), die building and die repair, multiple CMM
inspection stations, powder coating, machining to include WEDM and
CNC, and metal-fabricating capabilities.

The next meeting of the division will occur in early 2010, follow-
ing a survey of division members to determine the date and location.
For more information about the group’s activities, please visit the new
Metal Spinning Division website, or contact Mandy Basel at 216/901-

8800 or mbasel@pma.org.

Tool & Die Roundtable
to be Held in Nashville

PMA will host its annual Tool & Die Roundtable November 10-11,

2009, at the Sheraton Music City in Nashville,

TN. This two-day event will include a local plant

tour; a networking dinner and agenda-setting session; technical pre-

sentations on machine tools, tool-

ing and CAD/CAM systems; and
facilitated roundtable discussion.

This annual event is perfect for
owners, plant managers, process
engineers, manufacturing engineers 4 s
and tooling engineers. Bring your - -
team, including the person respon- -
sible for the concepts and process, and the decision maker. Discounts
apply for multiple attendees.

The deadline for registration is November 6, and discounted room
rates are available at the Sheraton Music City by calling 888/627-7060
and mentioning PMA.

For more information or to register for this meeting, contact
Allison Grealis at 216/901-8800 or agrealis@pma.org.
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Workforce Training Available 24/7

Does your company need to train employ-
ees on quick changeover? How about sensor
applications for die protection or sourcing
industrial business via

the Internet? You say
“Yes!”, but your training budget doesn’t allow
for travel and seminar registrations and
you're so short staffed you can’t possibly take
people away from their jobs for a day or two.

If this describes your current predicament,
the PMA Educational Foundation (PMAEF)
has an unbeatable solution for you—webinars

PMA Districts—
Networking Close to Home

October Events

CAROLINAS, October 8

AP&T Open House: Visit the
Future of Metalforming

call: Heather Moore 704/948-4439

CHICAGO, October 15
Downsizing with Dignity
call: Laura Profita 630/690-6290

CLEVELAND, October 15

Fall 2009 Economic Update: Strategic Issues
for the Recovery

call: Renee Neuendorf 440/871-5638

EAST MICHIGAN, October 22
Social Event at Lucky Strike
call: Judy Major 248/583-9400 x7749

INDIANA, October 28

How the Internet and Social Networking are
Changing the Way We Do Business

call: Dietra Rosenkoetter 317/275-6812

NEW ENGLAND, October 20
Agie/Charmilles Plant Tour
call: Rick Pezzullo 401/258-4099

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND, October 29
Effects of Ultra and Extra High Strength
Steels on Metalforming Equipment

call: Genene Patrissi 203/492-8491

TWIN CITIES, October 21
CEO Roundtable
call: Laura Bernier 630/690-6290

WEST MICHIGAN
Tooling Technology
call: Barb Bott 616/820-2457

WISCONSIN, October 20
Emphasis on Card Check
call: Lisa Rossman 262/251-1500

For the latest information on PMA network-
ing opportunities close to home, visit
www.pma.org/districts.
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available any time of the day or night. And
what’s more, there is no limit as to how many
employees can participate, all for one low price.
Take a look at the broad-reaching subjects cov-
ered—from the pressroom, to the toolroom, to
the front office. This list of webinars, archived
from live offerings, features well-known indus-
try experts covering topics that are sure to have
a positive impact on your bottom line, with
very little impact on your budget. Webinars
from top learning providers for senior man-
agement also are available through PMAEF.
These are just one of many products and
services available through PMAEFs PMA
University to meet your workforce develop-
ment needs. For more information, contact
Deanna Nwosu at 216/901-8800 or

dnwosu@pma.org.

Die Maintenance &
Troubleshooting Seminar
to be Held in Chicago

The PMA Educational Foundation encour-
ages you to attend the Die Maintenance &
Troubleshooting seminar
on Wednesday, October m
28 at the headquarters of the Tooling and
Manufacturing Association (TMA) in Chicago,
IL. This one-day program will provide useful
design guidelines, effective maintenance pro-
cedures and essential troubleshooting tech-
niques for improved die maintenance.
Speakers will discuss designing dies for ease
of maintenance, material considerations,
scheduling maintenance and repair, and trou-
bleshooting problems on the shop floor
focusing on reducing the cost of stamping
operations by minimizing press downtime.

Get additional details about the seminar
and register online, or contact Deanna
Nwosu at 216/901-8800 or
dnwosu@pma.org for more information.

Custom Roll Formers
Hold Division Meeting

Members of PMA’s Custom Roll Forming

Institute Division met

at PMA Headquarters

in Cleveland on Thursday, September 17. The

meeting began with a state-of-the-industry

report and legislative update by Bill Gaskin,
PMA president.

Then, led by Chair Kevin Synk of Superior
Roll Forming, Valley City, OH, the members
held a roundtable discussion centered on
industry needs; considered a draft of the roll
forming chapter for the upcoming edition of
PMA’s Design Guidelines publication; and

reviewed the results of a
survey conducted
among division mem-
bers to gauge the overall
impact of current economic conditions on
their business conditions, business practices,
suppliers, customers and workforce.
Members also focused on ideas for future
activities and growth for the division.

For more information, visit the Custom
Roll Forming Institute Division website, or
contact Dave Sansone at 216/901-8800 or
dsansone@pma.org.

Register Now for the 2009
PMA Trainers Roundtable

Don’t miss your chance to learn from your professional training peers at the 15th Annual

ROUNDTABLES

Cleveland, OH.

Trainers Roundtable to be held October 21-22 at PMA headquarters in

If you manage or implement training at your company, you'll want to meet with others who do
the same to learn how they have identified training needs and tackled training challenges at their com-
panies. And you'll have the special opportunity to learn from the best-in-class from Pridgeon & Clay,
Inc. and The Minster Machine Company, co-winners of the 2009 A.R. Hedberg Training and
Education Award of Excellence. A unique agenda-building session at dinner the evening before the
event will ensure that your most important issues will be addressed by the attendees.

See full program details and register online, or contact Amy Thacker at 216/901-8800 or

athacker@pma.org for more information.

www.pma.org
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YRC Offers 10 Ways to Reduce Supply-Chain Costs

Companies are under pressure to design
and execute an efficient,
productive, predictable
supply chain, working in a business environ-
ment that is creating unprecedented chal-
lenges. Shippers often ask PMA’s affinity part-
ner, YRC, how they can save money. Most fre-
quently this comes as a request for a lower price
on shipping, but YRC often finds that simply
lowering the transportation price is not always
the best way to lower overall costs. Following is
a list of ten ways YRC has seen companies
reduce their supply-chain costs beyond a lower
price for shipping.

e Check with PMA. PMA has partnered
with YRC to bring you shipping benefits
that leverage the full scale of the associa-
tion, passing savings along to you. It comes
as a benefit of your paid enrollment, and
usually saves thousands of dollars per year
on shipping. Enroll in the YRC shipping
program at www.enrollhere.net to take
advantage of your discount.

e Properly Complete the Bill of Lading.
This will ensure the shipment is not
delayed or acquires extra charges.

o Time is Money...Label your shipments
properly so that the consignee (destination

and recipient) is unmistakable and impos-
sible to miss.

e ...And Money is Time. If a shipment

doesn’t need to arrive the next day, don’t
ship it overnight. In other words, commu-
nicate with the receiver of the shipment to
understand exactly when it needs to be
there, and ship based on that schedule.

e Make the Carrier Your Customer Service

Agent. Using my.yrc.com, you can estab-
lish automatic e-mail notifications for both
you and your customers when shipments
pass major status events, keeping everyone
associated with a transaction up to date on
its fulfillment.

o Package Products Properly to Avoid

Damage. Damage from poorly packaged
or stacked product is preventable, and
eliminating it reduces delays in fulfillment,
claims costs and administrative costs, and
improves customer satisfaction for the cus-
tomer who gets their product ‘factory
fresh’

 Carpooling for Shipments. Shipping less-
than-truckload lets you share space with
other merchandise moving to the same
destination in order to reduce the cost for
each shipment that rides.

o Understand Your True Supply Costs. If
your supplier adds freight costs to your
orders, you can request that they bill you
collect so that your discount applies to the
shipments.

o Don’t Forget about Accessorials. These
include lift gate trailers, residential delivery,
limited access delivery, shipment notifica-
tion, HAZMAT, and COD. You can save
time and money by choosing the needed
accessorials for your shipments.

o Consider Consolidation. If you ship
many parcel-sized shipments to the same
destination, consider whether you could
combine them into a single less-than-
truckload shipment to save on multiple
parcel shipping charges.

Additional details about these ten ways to
reduce supply-chain costs beyond just a
lower price for shipping can be found at
Ways-to-Save.pdf. Start lowering your costs
with YRC. For more information, please call
800/647-3061.

EXAMPLES OF LEADERSHIP

Pete Doolittle is a long-time PMA
volunteer at the local level, serving as a
Southern New England District officer since
1999. He began as treasurer of the district

; and became chair in
2001. He has remained
chair of the district
since that time and
currently holds the
joint position of chair
and treasurer for the
district's 2009-2010
season.

Under Pete’s

leadership, the
Southern New England District won PMA's
Best District Award in 2005 and 2007. This
designation is awarded to the district that
not only offers and executes outstanding
programming but also exudes
professionalism in managing the district.
In the 2007 award-winning year, the district
attracted an average of 58 participants to its
monthly meetings. Southern New England
continues to be a strong district with well-

Doolittle

www.pma.org

In each issue of Update, PMA features a member who

has contributed a tremendous amount of time and

effort to the industry through volunteer service to the

association.This month we are pleased to acknowledge

Pete Doolittle, director of sales and marketing for

Hobson & Motzer, Inc., Durham, CT.

attended events.

Pete also has served as a member of
PMA's Awards Judging Committee since
2005, chairing the group in 2008. Through
his participation on this committee, Pete
helps determine the winners of two of
PMA's annual Awards of Excellence in
Metalforming—the Higgins-Caditz Design
Award and the Zierick Manufacturing
Corporation Productivity Award.

Pete’s employer, Hobson & Motzer, also
supports PMA's efforts in Washington, D.C.,
regularly donating to the association’s
advocacy fund.

A PMA member since 1975, Hobson &
Motzer is a tooling and metal stamping
company serving the medical, consumer,
aerospace and automotive industries. PMA
thanks Pete Doolittle for his volunteer
service and leadership!

OCTOBER 2009 5


http://www.pma.org/update/2009/10-ways-to-save.pdf
https://my.yrc.com
http://www.enrollhere.net
http://www.pma.org

i —
—

[*Ivi/a update

dnarketplace
Buy Online

www.pma.org/mfmarket

Coil Fed and Manually Fed
Press Operator and Die Setter
Training System

This program was developed by
metal stampers to increase productivi-
ty, assure safety and improve part
quality. The system consists of 26
video lessons, trainee and trainer
manuals and certificates of comple-
tion. It focuses the responsibility of
learning on the individual by empow-
ering them to view each video, com-
plete the worksheets and use the
information at the press during the
production cycle.

PMA Member: $2595

Nonmember: $7795
Available on DVD or VHS

Press Brake Operator and
Setup Training System

Train your employees to operate
and setup press brake machinery in a
safe and productive manner.
Information is presented in a clear,
consistent manner dramatically
improving the chances of your
employees developing similar work
habits and terminology. The program
promotes generally accepted shop
practice using easy-to-understand lan-
guage and illustrations. Uniquely self-
paced, the program places the
responsibility for learning on the indi-
vidual employee while minimizing
interruptions to work-in-progress.
Certificates of completion are included
with the system.

PMA Member: $1195

Nonmember: $3595

shopping

www.pma.org/mfmarket

Visit Marketplace for a wide
selection of technical materials,
business and safety products,
management books and
professional services. Purchase at
a discount when you use your
MemberNet ID number. To obtain a
number, contact Marianne Sichi at
800/540-1757 or mp @pma.org.
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PMA Members Save up to
50 Percent at OfficeMax

PMA and OfficeMax have created a special
agreement exclusively for PMA members.
Through the OfficeMax

Partner Advantage
Program, you'll receive significant savings of
up to 50 percent on more than 12,000 office
products. Youll even have access to
OfficeMax Impress™ for all your print and
document needs—from training manuals to
marketing materials to sales presentations—
and more! Whether you choose delivery to

OfficeMax:

your office or purchase products at a local
OfficeMax retail location, you can expect
world-class service.

Call 800/647-3061 ext. 6557 to start saving
today!

NEW MEMBERS this month

PMA is pleased to welcome new member company Wenzel Metal

Spinning, Inc., Fremont, IN. The company has the largest array of

metal spinning equipment in the United States and is dedicated

to custom production of high-volume, close-tolerance spun metal

parts. Wenzel Metal Spinning is a former PMA member company

that rejoined the association to reconnect with the PMA Metal

Spinning Division. Company president, Matt Tubergen, recently

networked with other PMA members at the division’s fall meeting

in Cleveland.

Schneider Electric
Lexington, KY
Rep: Michael Alfred

Wenzel Metal Spinning, Inc.

Fremont, IN
Rep: Matt Tubergen

Find out how you can be rewarded for sponsoring new members under
PMA's “3 and Free Program.” Contact Janet Krall at 216/901-8800 or
jkrall@pma.org for more information.

MA's Preferred Partners

www.yrc.com @

www.appienergy.com

appi

(www.webnettraining.com )
www.webnettraining.com

J”’u.wn e ri
R Sy e e

www.pma.org/health

OfficeMax:

www.pma.org/office

www.pma.org
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Putt for the Future Workforce at METALFORM

Attention METALFORM exhibitors! It’s not too late to reserve a
pu.ttmg green for your boot.h to part1c1pate' in
this year’s PMA Educational Foundation
fundraiser Putt for the Future Challenge. This event promises to be fun
for attendees and attention-getting for exhibitors. It will draw traffic
to your booth while supporting the work of PMA’s Educational
Foundation. All show attendees will be invited to visit the PMA booth
to receive their putting scorecard, which will direct them to your
booth to participate in this daily putting tournament.
If you're not an exhibitor, but want to join in the fun and support
your industry’s educational foundation, PMAEF is also seeking

donated items to be used for prizes. They can be either industry-spe-
cific—equipment, materials, consulting, etc.—or consumer-related—
gift cards to national restaurants or stores, vacation getaways, sports
tickets in the Chicago area, etc.

Established in 1996 to address the shortage of workforce skills,
PMAEEF brings strong focus to the training and educational needs of
the metalforming community. The money raised through this event
will be used to award grants to industry programs that promote met-
alforming careers or that provide training for incumbent workers.

Those interested in securing a green and/or donating a prize
should contact Amy Thacker at 216/901-8800 or athacker@pma.org.

One Voice Active in Major Policy Debates

The last month has seen a frenzy of activi-
ty on several issues critical to small and medi-
um-sized manufactur-

ers (SMMs). The metal-
working industry has a strong voice in
Washington, D.C. thanks to the daily efforts
of The Franklin Partnership (TFP), the
NTMA/PMA One Voice lobbying firm.
Following is a summary of some key issues in
which One Voice is playing a major role.

Drafting an SMM Policy

On Labor Day, President Obama
announced that Ron Bloom would serve as
the Administration’s Senior Counselor for
Manufacturing Policy. Recognizing that
SMMs have long lacked a strong voice within
Administrations, One Voice is working to
draft several recommendations, including
providing incentives for domestic manufac-
turing production, relieving the tax burden
on SMMs, and increasing trade enforcement.
Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) has offered to
help facilitate a meeting with Bloom and sev-
eral associations, including One Voice, to
ensure that the Administration can hear first-
hand the challenges facing manufacturers.

Health Care Reform

One Voice continues to urge members of
Congress that any efforts to reform health
care must not increase the cost of manufac-
turing in America through new taxes and
mandates on small businesses. One key point
that One Voice is stressing is that most SMMs
are structured as S Corps, LLCs or LLPs,
meaning that additional taxes on the top
income brackets are really tax increases on
these pass through entities that are small
businesses.

The proposed Senate Finance Committee
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health care bill does have a few bright spots,
including allowing small businesses, those
with fewer than 50 employees (and ultimately
up to 100 employees), to pool their resources
together to purchase health care on the small
group market. However, the proposal places a
40 percent excise tax on health care costs of
more than $21,000 per family covered. The
House of Representatives bill would institute
a “Pay or Play” provision, in which employers
who do not offer health insurance to their
employees would be charged a penalty. Some
draft bills indicate this penalty could be as
high as eight percent of total payroll for com-
panies with more than 25 employees.

One Voice is providing input to drafting
committees and expects Congress to contin-
ue to negotiate a plan through October or
longer. One Voice continues to reject any
effort which seeks to pay for healthcare
reform on the backs of small business.

Improving Access to Credit

One Voice members continue to report
challenges accessing credit as lenders clearly
are discriminating against manufacturers,
particularly automotive suppliers. Following
extensive research with One Voice members,
TFP drafted several proposals to improve tra-
ditional lending opportunities and open up
access to capital for SMMs. Secretary of
Commerce Gary Locke has received this doc-
ument via the Commerce Department’s
Manufacturing Council and has directly dis-
cussed these proposals with the Senior
Counselor for Manufacturing Policy, Ron
Bloom, and the White House. In addition,
TFP is working with a small group of
Senators and Representatives on Capitol Hill
to apply pressure on the Administration and
traditional lending institutions to make
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sound loans to SMMs who are temporarily
impaired.

Climate Change

One Voice continues to oppose climate
change legislation, reaching out to the 16 man-
ufacturing-state Democratic Senators who
continue to express concern over the impact
the legislation will have on manufacturers, par-
ticularly SMMs. One Voice believes that impos-
ing manufacturing restrictions on SMMs while
trading partners continue business as usual
injures U.S. competitiveness and does not
address their concern to reduce pollution.

Labor Law Reform

Tremendous pressure on several moderate
Democratic Senators by groups such as One
Voice continues to thwart Big Labor’s plan to
pass the Employee Free Choice Act (card
check) this calendar year. Although Sens.
Arlen Specter (D-PA) and Tom Harkin (D-
IA) are publicly stating they have a compro-
mise that can attract the required 60 votes,
Senate sources tell One Voice that Big Labor
remains a few votes shy. Despite Labor’s new-
found willingness to negotiate, groups such
as One Voice remain committed to defeating
what many call the Employee FORCED
Choice Act and other measures that strength-
en unions but not workers.

For more information on these issues, visit
the One Voice website.
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A update

Secretary Jane Oates, Industry Leaders
Featured at Manufacturing Symposium

Jane Oates, Assistant Secretary for Employment
and Training Administration, U.S. Department of
Labor, will be among the
speakers at the 2009
Manufacturing Workforce Development Summit,
hosted by the National Institute for Metalworking
Skills (NIMS). The summit, themed Recruiting and
Training a Globally Competitive Skilled Workforce,
will be held on Tuesday, October 27 at the Ronald
Reagan Building and International Trade Center in
Washington, D.C. It will feature policy leaders from
Capitol Hill and national leaders in business, indus-
try and labor in panel discussions on workforce
development best practices, policy and finance.
Confirmed panelists include Ralph Hardt, presi-
dent of Feintool North America and former PMA
chairman; Ron Overton, president of Overton

Industries; Roy Sweatman, president of Southern
Manufacturing Technologies, Inc.; Kermit Kaleba,
senior policy analyst of The Workforce Alliance;
and Robert Lerman, senior fellow of The Urban
Institute. The conference also will feature a presen-
tation by the winners of the NTMA-NIMS
Apprenticeship Competition, who will return
October 25 from a 10-day tour of Swiss manufac-
turing companies under the leadership of Harry
Moser, chairman of Agie Charmilles.

Registrants also are invited to network with con-
ference speakers and other participants at a recep-
tion hosted by Swiss Ambassador to the United
States Urs Ziswiler on the evening of Monday,
October 26 at the Swiss Embassy.

For more information and to register, visit the
NIMS website.

Companies Sought to Develop
Apprenticeship Program

The National Institute for Metalworking Skills
(NIMS) is accepting letters of
| )
intent from companies that
are interested in participating in the development
of the 21st Century Apprenticeship Program for
Precision Manufacturing. New programs will
incorporate industry-designed competencies and
assessments, national certifications, on-the-job
training designs, and related technical instruction
to include distance learning and curriculum.

Over the next year, NIMS will be developing
competency-based apprenticeships for the follow-
ing occupations: CNC machining operator, EDM
operator, mold maker, precision assembler, tool and
die maker, machinist and press setup/operator.

Participating companies will receive the follow-
ing benefits: technical assistance in establishing or
expanding competency-based on-the-job training;
training stipends for related technical instruction;
stipends for registering and testing apprentices for
NIMS certifications; training and certification of
company training personnel as NIMS Certified
OJT Trainers; and travel for company employees
participating in the technical work groups design-
ing the program.

Companies also will receive the following train-
ing materials: master activity (training) plan for
each apprentice, a series of hand-on performance
assessments called prep checks, and a related tech-
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nical instruction resource guide.

Companies are asked to delegate a subject-matter
job expert who will participate in the technical work
group that designs the program. This participation
will involve five days of meetings over a three-month
period, in one of the following locales: EDM opera-
tor, Meadville, PA; machinist, Pittsburgh, PA; tool and
die maker, Chicago, IL; mold maker, Chicago, IL; pre-
cision assembler, Louisville, KY; CNC machining
operator, Louisville, KY; and press setup/operator,
Los Angeles, CA.

You can signify your intent to participate in this
program by e-mailing NIMS Executive Director
Stephen C. Mandes at smandes@nims-skills.org by
October 9, 2009. In your letter of intent, please
indicate the occupation(s) of your choice for par-
ticipation. Any questions may be directed to Mr.
Mandes at the e-mail address above or by phone at
703/328-3629. For more information, contact
Bruce Broman at PMAEF at 216/901-8800 or
bbroman@pma.org.
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